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Arts Magnet jazz combo ranks among the nation’s best

Continued from Psge 1E.
1984 and Mile Stones last year — re-
ceiving rave reviews.
.~ A down beat reviewer wrote,
“The several ensembles perform a
variety of pieces in a wide range of
styles, including jazz standards and
originals, with many of the arrange-
ments written by students. ...
Granted, the ensemble aspects tend
to be more secure than solos, in
general, but these 10th-, 11th- end
12th-graders offer idiomatically
(and harmonically) correct impro-
visations, some of wmch are splen-
did" )

- (The albums sre on sale at the
school ) '

. The students work in an stmos-
phere that encourages artistic
achievement, and Marantz, who has
toured extensively with Ray
Charles and the Glenn Miller Or-
chestra, pushes the students to be
the best they can be. “He expects
you 10 g0 after it yourself " S8YS sax-

q kson, 17.

Says pianist Damon Criswell, 17,
“We are made interested in a lot of
different types of music. They ex-
pect you to learn everything, so
when you leave you are on the level
of a professional musician.”

The students play in public of-
ten. During this school year, they

made 20 appearances outside the .

school district, and last year they
‘made S0. This year's combo offered
its final performance last week at
the Hyatt Regency downtown. - ..

" Three students in thé combo

2

now play part or full time with pro-
fessional musicians.

Drummer Aaron Comess, 18, who,

won a “deebee” for outstanding per-
formence on drums, can be seen
playing with two groups — Craig

- Wallace and The Out. and. Texas_

Slim and Blue lce.

TN

Criswell jams with the local rock
group Inner Action. He has been se-
lected as one of the outstanding
young musicians in the country by
the National Jazz Ensemble and

The Dallas Mamlnc News Nurl anlbana
_Alto saxaphone player Ken Fields gets xn some licks at d rehearsal.

* Placet,

Darrell Phﬂlips, 18, who is also a
1986 “deebee” award winner.

A member of the 1ab band, obeist
Roger Roe. 18, won a “deebee” for a

toured England last summer with
~ the Fart Worth Jazz Band. Joining
«. him in Inner Action is bass guitarist

1 solo ber this year. He
plays with local chamber groups
and will play with the Fort Worth
Youth Orchestra in London this

summer.

The quality of music the students
play has amazed meny jazz musi-
cians and educators. Chris Curless,
director of the Wichita (Kan.) Jazz
Festival, heard the album Impres-
sions and said, “I was impressed.
There aren't that many sharp high
school bands. I gave the album to
my favorite jazz radio DJ, and he
played it. It went over big here.”

Down beat judge David Baker,
chairman of the jazz department at
Indiana University, says, “It's one of
the two or three extraordinary pro-
grams in the country. The quality of
students there is frightening. They
are amazing kids.”

A competitor also offered compli-
ments. Justin DiCioecio, director of
jezz studies at the School of Per-
forming Arts in New York City,
wrote to Marantz, “What wonderful
music. ... Withont question you
have a top-notch program.”

The program also includes bit
ting the books. Marantz reminds his
aspiring students that they must
strive to achieve good grades. “Aca-
demics are very important here,”
he says, making a fist

The students are aware that
they, like sthletes, are affected by
the no-pass, no-play rule. “We are
awere of House Bill 72,” says trum-
peter Roy Rargrove, 16. “You bave
to have your academics down or
you don't perform.” -

Arts Magnet school students
have received ecademic recogni-
tion as well as musical awards:

eight National Merit Scholars and
four Outstanding Negro Student
achievement awards in the nine
years the school has been in exis-
tence. Principal James Gray says
that 82 percent of the school's grad-

uates go to college.

Those high grades and musical
talents have led to a bidding war
among major colleges for the Aris’
Magnet students. “We have schools
calling all the time for the kids,”
Marantz says. “The best jazz school¢
— Berklee School of Music (in Bos:
ton), North Texas State University
and the University of Miami — all
want certain students.” ‘

Roe, a 4.0 student and Nanonal
Merit Scholar, has received lnq\m-
ies from all those schools and hun-
dreds of others. “Every day I come
home from school, there is a stack
of letters from schools all over the
nation,” says Roe, who pluns 1o seek
a career with a symphony. “The big
names like Yale to the little schools
you never think of. Some of them
sent full scholarships outright, say-
ing if you come here you don't have
to pay anything.”

He eventually accepted a fulf
scholarship to attend SMU that in-
cluded a year of study overseas. -

But back in the rehearsal hall;
the combo has started into another
groovy tune, Herbie Hancock’s
Maiden Voyage.

Marantz turns and says, “These
kids have jelled into & smoking en-
semble.”

It seems hard to find someone
who would argue with that. ‘




